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��In this issue of Salt & 
Light we address the 
topic of Immigration. 
  We offer excerpts of 
articles that will assist 
you in applying God’s 
Word to this 
controversial topic. We 
present some aspects of 
the controversy beyond 
the advantages and 
disadvantages of fencing 
our borders. Whatever 
your current stance on 
immigration, we hope 
this newsletter will 
broaden your perspective 
and encourage you to 
seek biblical sources. 
Social Concerns Ministry 
Team 
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Educating and informing the church body in light of biblical principles            
You are the salt of the earth... 
You are the light of the world... 

Mt. 5:13-14 
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  A number of themes relevant to 
immigration run through the 
Bible. The first theme is that we 
ourselves, as Christians, are 
aliens on this earth. “…And they 
admitted that they were aliens 
and strangers on earth” 
(Hebrews 11:13).  Our status as 
aliens and strangers forms the 
basis for our attitudes and 
responses towards those people 
who live outside our society. 
  A second theme is that our 
material possessions do not 
really belong to us. The 
Promised Land belonged to the 
Israelites only in the sense that 
as host, God allowed the 
Israelites to dwell in the 
Promised Land as His guests 
(Lev. 25:23). Similarly, as aliens 
and strangers in the world, the 
material resources of the world 
do not belong to us. We have 
what we have because God, as 
host, has distributed material 
resources to us, His guests. As 
recipients of God’s graciousness 
and generosity, we need to guard 
a ga ins t  s e l f i shnes s  and 
possessiveness which would 
cloud our attitude toward 
immigrants. 
  A third theme is protection for 
the alien. As non-citizens 
working in their country of 
residence, aliens exist outside 
the social and political network 
of the society they are residing 
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in; thus, they are rendered 
powerless. Aliens are very 
vulnerable to exploitation. As 
Christians, we should recall our 
roots as aliens and, thus, identify 
with their plight (Ex. 23:9). 
  A fourth theme is that, for 
Christians, no one is ever to  be 
considered an outsider. “…The 
alien living with you must be 
treated as one of your native-
born. Love him as yourself…” 
(Lev.19:33-34).  The Great 
Commandment is to apply to the 
alien, because he or she is our 
neighbor. 
  A fifth theme is that, in serving 
the outsiders of society, we 
encounter Jesus. Because Christ 
identified with the stranger, we 
are to extend the same treatment 
to the alien and stranger that we 
would extend toward Jesus 
(Matt. 25:35).  � 
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  I learned recently that until 1986, 
the United States had never for-
given the act of illegal immigration 
in other than individual cases and 
had never rewarded large numbers 
of illegal immigrants with the op-
portunity for US citizenship. The 
Immigration and Reform Control 
Act (IRCA) passed in 1986 was a 
blanket amnesty for 2.7 million 
illegal aliens. Congress has passed 
six additional amnesties for illegal 
immigrants since 1986 with nine 
current bills pending in the US 
House and Senate. In the decade 
following the passage of IRCA, 
illegal immigration increased dra-
matically with the 2000 census in-
dicating that 700,000 to 800,000/yr 
that now total 8-11 million illegal 
immigrants currently live in the 
United States. So much for solving 
the problem of illegal immigration 
with IRCA! 
  You have heard…the cost of ille-
gal immigration for social services, 
law enforcement, education and 
medical services and most impor-
tantly the cost to our national secu-
rity which played out most horrifi-
cally on September 11, 2001. To-
day, I would like to offer some in-
formation regarding the problem of 
illegal immigration in several dif-
ferent areas of concern. 
  … As the Pennsylvania State Di-
rector of Concerned Women for 
America (CWA), I want to com-
ment on the issue of human traf-
ficking and more specifically sex 
trafficking. Nationally, CWA has 
been a leading voice in the cam-
paign to unmask the horrors of this 
new slavery which preys upon vul-
nerable women and children. It is 
one of the most flagrant forms of 
human rights violations in the 
world today. It is estimated that 
internationally, between 800,000 
and 900,000 persons are trafficked 
annually, and approximately 
20,000 end up as slaves in the 
United States. 
  Trafficking in persons is defined 
as the recruitment, transportation, 

transfer, harboring or receipt of 
persons, by means of threat or use 
of force, coercion, abduction, 
fraud, abuse of power, of vulner-
ability for the purpose of prostitu-
tion, forced labor slavery or re-
moval of organs. The US Depart-
ment of Justice and the National 
Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children both recognize that por-
nography is an element that adds to 
the serious problem of sex traffick-
ing. Women are lured from their 
poverty-stricken homes, most nota-
bly from developing countries in 
Africa, Asia and former Soviet 
block Eastern Europe, with the 
promise of good jobs, marriage or 
educational opportunities. They are 
transported illegally to the United 
States, distributed throughout the 
country and forced into slave labor 
or prostitution.  …  This “hidden 
crime” is not only a human rights, 
health and security issue…, but 
certainly involves illegal immigra-
tion. 
  Secondly, as a physician assistant 
in family medicine for over 30 
years and now traveling to the de-
veloping world on medical mis-
sions, I would like to comment on 
the new health risk to Americans 
that mass illegal immigration is 
bringing. We are seeing an in-
crease in the occurrence of multi-
drug resistant (MDR) tuberculosis 
(TB) in this country. TB normally 
seen and treated in the U.S. is 
cured within six months with a 
four drug regimen at a total cost of 
approximately $2000 per patient. 
With MDR-TB, the time to cure is 
24 months requiring the use of 
many drugs having toxic side ef-
fects at a total cost of over 
$250,000 per patient. If this dis-
ease goes untreated or ineffectively 
treated (drug non-compliance in 
patients is common) the latent dis-
ease explodes later….The CDC 
reports that 42 percent of new 
cases of TB are attributed to 
“foreign born.” 
  Leprosy was essentially eradi-

cated from the U.S. population; 
however, in the past three years 
7,000 cases have been reported 
with the need for separate leprosy 
clinics in New York.  Also, polio 
has reappeared in the U.S. among 
the illegal immigrant popula-
tion…..Malaria, another disease 
with high morbidity and mortality 
especially in young children and 
the immunosuppressed, has reoc-
curred in Texas. A mosquito biting 
a malaria infected body and then 
biting a second body will transmit 
the disease. Many strains of ma-
laria are also multi-drug resis-
tant…. 
   MOST IMPORTANT FACT TO 
REMEMBER:  Legal immigration 
requires a medical examination and 
verification of a body free of infec-
tious disease while illegal immi-
grants bypass the medical exami-
nation!!!  � 

The second article features a speech given by Nancy Staible of Concerned Women for America. 
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the justice due an alien….” 
[The Old Testament] closes with 
an admonition from God through 
the prophet Malachi, who, in 
Malachi 3:5, repeats the words of 
the Lord of Hosts, “Then I will 
draw near to you for judgment; and 
I will be a swift witness 
against…those who thrust aside 
the alien, and do not fear me, says 
the Lord of Hosts.” 
  The most compelling argument 
Christ gave for caring for the 
stranger can be found in Matthew 
25:35-41. In it he gives the 
inheritance of the kingdom to those 
who cared for him by stating, 
“…for I was hungry and you gave 
me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was 
a stranger and you welcomed 
me….”  � 
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hosp i t a l i ty.  How a re  we 
welcoming the stranger? 
  Along with the details of entering 
the Promised Land, the Bible also 
contains advice on how the people 
are to act once they are in that 
land, and one of the first 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  i s  fo u n d  i n 
Deuteronomy 10:17-19,  “For the 
Lord your God is God of gods and 
Lord of lords, the great God, 
mighty and awesome, who is not 
partial and takes no bribe, who 
executes justice for the orphan and 
the widow, and who loves the 
strangers, providing them food and 
clothing. You shall also love the 
stranger, for you were strangers in 
the land of Egypt….” 
  In fact, care of the alien is so 
important that Deuteronomy 27:19 
states, “Cursed is he who distorts 

  [There is a] biblical mandate to 
care for the stranger, as one never 
knows when the stranger might be 
God. In Genesis 18:1-8, God 
appears to Abraham as three 
strangers near the oaks at Mamre. 
He offers three men – the strangers 
-  hospitality. He refers to them as 
“my Lord” and offers them the best 
of what he has. This is the first 
biblical description of ideal 
inclusive hospitality – of giving the 
very best to strangers – who in this 
case turned out to be God… 
  The  bibl ica l  concept  of 
hospitality is hospitality to the 
stranger. Entertaining friends and 
relatives is a different type of 
contemporary hospitality. As 
disciples of the Christ, it is 
important to ask ourselves how 
many strangers have felt our 
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Other Christians mistakenly 
believe that groups who are against 
illegal immigration, groups like the 
Minuteman Project, are immoral 
and dangerous. These Christians 
believe that illegal immigrants 
should be seen as people who need 

our assistance and compassion, not 
our judgment and condemnation. 
  Does the Bible and Christian 
theology have anything to add to 
the illegal immigration debate? Are 
Christians supposed to act one way 

  Many Christians are now caught 
up in the debate about illegal 
immigration. Some do not know 
what to do to stop illegal 
immigration while at the same time 
living a faith that asks its believers 
to practice charity and forgiveness. 
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(Continued on page 4) 
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Delivery Change 
Planned 
 
Beginning with the next Salt & Light  
newsletter, there will be a change in 
delivery. Copies will be sent to the 
congregation via email, AND the 
newsletter will be available in the 
church narthex. If you cannot pick 
up a copy in the narthex or via 
email, please contact the church 
office to request a special mailing to 
your residence. 

 

 

 

or another on this social issue? 
…Christianity does have some 
answers to the moral questions 
raised by illegal immigration. 
These answers are to be found both 
in Christian scripture and theology. 
In my view it is possible to be both 
a good Christian and have secure 
borders. It is also possible to 
demand illegal immigrants be 
deported and to practice Christian 
charity. 
  In chapter 13 of the apostle Paul’s 
Letter to the Romans, the English 
translation reads, “Let every 
person be subject to the governing 
authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, and 
those that exist have been 
instituted by God. Therefore he 
who resists the authorities resists 
what God has appointed….” 
(Romans 13:1-2). Clearly, this is 
advice to Christians to follow the 
laws of their nation and to respect 
the laws of other nations. 
  When people come to the U.S. 
illegally, they are committing a 

illegal immigrants be detained and 
deported respect the governing 
authorities of their nation. In line 
with Paul’s argument, they are 
doing what good Christians ought 
to do. 
  This is not to say that illegal 
immigrants should be treated 
badly. Christians practice charity 
and respect for the individual, but 
they do not condone law breaking. 
Law-abiding citizens of the U.S. 
have every right to make sure their 
borders are secure and that illegal 
immigrants are removed from their 
country as quickly and humanely 
as possible….  � 
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crime. They are doing something 
that is against the governing 
authorities of the U.S. Illegal 
immigrants are not good Christians 
from Paul’s perspective. Illegal 
immigrants may have reasons for 
breaking U.S. laws, but those 
reasons do not excuse their illegal 
actions. We should not let charity 
and compassion blind us from the 
criminal act illegal immigrants 
commit. 
  Those who work in a law-abiding 
way against illegal immigration 
and those who ask that the laws of 
the U.S. be enforced are being 
good Christians in doing so. 
Likewise, those who demand that 
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